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This year has been another year of steady progress with the continuation of earlier initiatives by us and others.  

The Community Council were invited to visit Windyhill in May to hear a presentation from their architect who was 

proposing to remove the eyesore of a carport that has been there since the 1970 and replace it with a garage in 

Rennie Mackintosh style. The Mackintosh society were present and it was agreed by all that what was being 

proposed was a vast improvement. 

In June, a presentation from Riverside Inverclyde and Ironside Farrar explained an initiative from the Scottish 

Government which aimed at improving village and town centres. As part of this initiative there was a budget 

allocated to Kilmacolm and Quarriers Village which was in two parts. The first was to improve certain aspects of the 

village roads, pavements etc. by speed reducing methods, improving crossing and other such aspects. The second 

part was a spend of £10,00 for Kilmacolm and £10,000 for Quarriers Village on projects submitted by local groups 

who wanted to improve the village centre. Four projects were suggested and of these one of them was taken up by 

Riverside Inverclyde to be included in their work. The other three were selected for the local spend. These included a 

project to upgrade the market Place area which is looked after by Colourful Kilmacolm. This has been completed and 

ground planting has started. The other projects are work in progress and include the tidying up of the Old Kirk 

grounds and a special exhibition to celebrate the 150th anniversary of the birth of Rennie Mackintosh. 

A disc zone parking system was introduced in the village but it has resulted in a large number of people receiving 

parking tickets for not having a disc. A petition was raised by the local traders requesting that the discs be removed. 

This was considered by the Regeneration Committee and a final decision was imminent but an objection was raised 

by a resident of Kilmacolm and the decision is now being investigated. We hope to hear from them soon. 

Work on the Old Institute Building is still ongoing and after a stuttered start things are progressing at a pace. It looks 

as if we may see the new Co-operative store open sometime this year. 

The situation with Police Scotland is now more stable with a dedicated team for Kilmacolm. They attend the monthly 

meeting and are now holding monthly surgeries in the Kilmacolm New Community Centre (KNCC) once a month. 

The proposed heritage Centre is much nearer to being a reality with agreement between the KNCC and The Heritage 

Centre Company as to the format and the area to be used. A fund-raising exercise is now under way to raise the 

necessary funds to pay for the research and production of the materials for display. 

The Virgin Media cabling project is a bit of a disaster as far as the village is concerned. It is taking a lot longer to 

complete than was first indicated and the standard of workmanship on the roads and pavements has been poor. As 

a result, the contractor carry out the excavation work was sacked and work stopped while a new contractor was 

sought to carry out the works. This seems to have been resolved and work is progressing to a satisfactory level. 

In October, we provided a shield for the newly refurbished Kilmacolm Primary School to be presented to the winning 

house at the end of the school year. The shield was presented by the chair to the four house captains in front of the 

whole school and we await the presentation at the end of the year to the winning house. As part of the presentation 

the children were asked to supply a list of possible house names from which four would be chosen. They were 

subsequently Arran, Bute, Cumbrae and Mull. 

Christmas was celebrated in Kilmacolm with the usual festivities centred on the switching on of the lights and we 

again sponsored a draw for a Christmas hamper. We received so many donations for the hamper that we were able 

to give away three hampers and some other prizes. The weather was good for a change and on the night, we raised 

the sum of £220 which we subsequently donated to the Birkmyre Gym for the Defibrillator that they were raising 

money for. The Community Council also donated a further £50 towards the defibrillator.  

The Community Council also agreed with the KNCC that the address for correspondence should be at the KNCC and 

subsequently there is now a box located in the office of the KNCC where mail can be deposited. 

The Community Council sponsored and ran a Community Clean up in April at which 16 volunteers did a splendid job 

in picking up rubbish from several areas of the village.  


