
KILMACOLM COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
Minute of Meeting: Tuesday 30 August 2014

Kilmacolm Community Council Meeting 

Tuesday 30 September 2014 at 7.30pm in Room 204 Kilmacolm Community Centre 

Present: 
Stephen Hampson – Chair 
Helen Cook – Vice Chair 
David Goddard – Secretary 
John Watson – Treasurer 
Alda Clark 
Jan Johnston 
Helen MacConnacher 
Dale McFadzean 

Cllr Stephen McCabe - Ex Officio Member 
James McColgan - Ex Officio Member 

Attending: PC Kirsty Boyd, PC Karen Docherty, David Telfer 

Apologies:  
David Madden, Jon Ventham, Cllr Jim MacLeod – Ex Officio Member, Cllr David 
Wilson – Ex Officio Member 

1. Welcome 

The Chair opened the September 2014 meeting of the Kilmacolm Community 
Council and welcomed those attending. 

2. Minute of the Kilmacolm Community Council Meeting – 26 August 2014 

The minute of the Kilmacolm Community Council meeting held on 26 August 2014 
was approved. 

4. Police Scotland 

PC Boyd and PC Docherty apologised that there had been no Police Scotland 
attendance at the previous two KCC meetings.  They presented the community 
police briefing for the Kilmacolm/Quarriers Village area for the month of 
September 2014.  There were thirteen reported crimes during the period of which 
five were detected.  Included in crimes was one common assault, four cases of 
vandalising No Thanks signs, a breach of the peace, a breach of bail conditions, a 
house breaking, theft of lead from the roof of the Birkmyre Park Pavilion.  In reply 
to a question the PC’s explained it was their understanding that it was not the 
intention to have armed police street patrols in Inverclyde. 

5. Roads, Pavements, Street Lighting, Parks and Open Spaces 

Ian Moffat - Head of Inverclyde Environmental and Commercial Services outlined  
this year’s significant achievements and planned activities in the areas for which 
he had responsibility.  
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The completed carriageway resurfacing works were the B786 Stepends Road, the 
A761 Bridge of Weir Road at the Knapps and Churchill Road. Resurfacing work was 
planned for the B788 Auchenfoil Road - Auchenfoil Farm and Margaret’s Mill 
sections.  The road surface dressing activities completed were Auchentiber Road, 
Killochries Road and Netherwood Road.  The resurfacing of the footway on various 
sections of the B786 Lochwinnoch Road is planned for December. 

De-Criminalised Parking will be introduced in Inverclyde on Monday 6 October 
from which date parking attendants under the management of Inverclyde Safer 
Communities will visit Kilmacolm periodically but randomly to enforce parking and 
waiting restrictions 

The planned programme of bridge parapet strengthening work will include 
Netherwood Bridge and - in the new year - Pacemuir Bridge, Stepends Bridge, 
Duchal Bridge, Blackwater Bridge, Burnbank Bridge.  The start date of the 
Knittingshill Bridge replacement at Quarriers Village, which will involve a road 
closure for three months, will be dependent on the Scottish Water mains water 
diversion and SEPA approval of the works method statement.  Ian Moffat 
undertook to check that the planned pedestrian access would take account of the 
needs of children walking to school. 

The introduction of kerbside glass recycling is scheduled start in late November 
which will mean households being issued with a plastic ‘box’ in which to dispose 
of glass items which would be sorted into colours by the collection crews. 

The food waste recycling collection service had been extended to Kilmacolm’s 
primary schools and to commercial premises in Kilmacolm and Quarriers Village 
producing fifty kg or more of food waste per week,. 

The final collection of the garden waste in 2014 is due on Monday 17 November.  
An advert will appear in the November issue of the Gryffe Advertizer 

At Birkmyre Park the play area was resurfaced and drainage works at the dual use 
grass pitch were completed.  The West Glen Park ash surface was grassed over and 
the drainage improved. 

A muster point hard standing area was being created at the Kilmacolm War 
Memorial and the entrance gates replaced.  The removal of some trees will enable 
the memorial to be seen when leaving the village. 

Inverclyde Council officials are working on a report that encompasses future plans 
and expenditure for both cemeteries and open spaces . This report will include 
any proposals on the provision of memorial plinths. 

David Telfer explained in detail the difficulties that parked cars in Moss Road were 
creating with access to the driveway that his disabled father needed to use.  It 
was agreed that Ian Moffat would discuss - in private - the problem and agree any 
further action. 
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The Chair thanked Ian Moffat for providing the KCC with a comprehensive report 
on the  activities of the Inverclyde Environmental and Commercial Services as  
they impacted Kilmacolm and Quarriers Village. 

6. Climate Challenge Fund - Ideas Bank - Flooding in Kilmacolm 

Inverclyde Council had suggested - in the form of a draft application to the 
Climate Challenge Fund (CCF) Ideas Bank that the KCC support a project to 
remedy the seasonal flooding in the Market Place and the Kilmacolm Cross areas.    
It was agreed that this remedial work needed to be undertaken and it was 
explained that this source of funding was needed to offset the total cost of the 
project.  Without this additional funding there was insufficient Council budget to 
undertake the work.  After discussion and assurances that the project would 
effectively be managed by the Inverclyde Council it was agreed that the KCC 
would support the application which would be submitted by the Council.  The KCC 
would request the local MSP - - Derek Mackay - to give his support to the CCF 
application. 

7. Kilmacolm Community Council Finances 

Prior to the meeting the Treasurer had circulated to the community councillors a 
copy of the 2014/2015 budget which showed a £508.67 expenditure to date and a 
forecast expenditure for the year of £1,649.  This would result in an estimated 
deficit of £355 for the year if the grant from Inverclyde Council is the same as that 
received in 2013/2014. 

8. Planning/Licensing 

The KCC members considered the planning applications that were validated since 
the last meeting.  The KCC were not opposed to the following applications nor did 
they feel they required any formal comment. 
• 14/0018/TRE - Cromdale Gryffe Road Kilmacolm PA13 4BD - Removal of three trees 

from grounds; Large Conifer Tag No. 2335; Yew Tree Tag No.2341 and Yew Tree Tag 
No.2334

• 14/0017/TRE - Silverlake Bridge Of Weir Road Kilmacolm PA13 4NX - 1 mature hedge 
reduced, 2 trees removed and various remedial works on other trees

• 14/0016/TRE - Knapps Houston Road Kilmacolm PA13 4NQ - Removal of 6 No. 
Castlewellan conifers to allow reinstatement of native woodland

• 14/0340/IC - Former Police Station 31 Lochwinnoch Road Kilmacolm PA13 4LG - 
Proposed Change of Use of former Police Station to Class 4 Business

• 14/0335/IC - Beltrees Whitelea Road Kilmacolm PA13 4HH - Erection of new timber 
garden shed in front garden of existing terraced dwelling house.

The Chair reported that Inverclyde Council had adopted the Local Development 
Plan (LDP). 

The Chair had met with the Inverclyde Head of Regeneration and Planning to 
clarify the situation in regard to the proposed use of the Smithy Brae development 
site and the adjoining land, previously designated green belt, which had been re-
designated as a development site in the LDP.  The current owner of the Smithy 
Brae site proposed to erect and operate a care home.  The purchase of the ‘green 
belt’ land was ongoing and it was the purchaser’s intention to develop it as 
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residential site.  Inverclyde Council were encouraging the new owners to produce 
a joint ‘master plan’ for both sites which would include proposed services and 
vehicular access.  An undertaking was given to keep the KCC informed on the 
progress of the development of the Institute site. 

9. Inverclyde Community Safety Partnership 

It was agreed that Ian Hanley - Community Safety Lead Officer - would be invited 
to address the next meeting of the KCC. 

10.Remembrance Sunday 2014 

The Chair will lay the KCC wreath at this year’s Remembrance Sunday Service at 
the Kilmacolm War Memorial. 

11.Community ‘Fun’ Event 

The Chair asked members to give some thought to the sort of event the KCC could 
host that would offer some enjoyment to the community and to bring their 
suggestions to the next meeting. 

12.Dates of Next Meetings of the Kilmacolm Community Council 
• Tuesday 28 October 2014 - 7:30pm 
• Tuesday 25 November - 7:30pm 
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