
KILMACOLM COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
Minute of Meeting: Tuesday 29 November 2016

Kilmacolm Community Council Meeting 

Tuesday 29 November 2016 at 7.30pm in Room 205 Kilmacolm 
Community Centre 

Present: 

Mike Jefferis – Chair 
Helen Cook – Vice Chair 
David Goddard – Secretary 
Jan Johnston - Treasurer 
Alda Clark 
Edwin Fisher 
Helen MacConnacher 
David Madden 
Dale McFadzen 

Cllr Stephen McCabe - Ex Officio Member 
Cllr David Wilson - Ex Officio Member 

Attending: 

PC John Jamieson; Stehen McCarthy - SGN; Fiona Maguire - Riverside 
Inverclyde; Gillian Smith - Ironside Farrar; Robbie Stevenson and Kyle 
Dodd - Virgin Media; Peter McKerrell, Sheena McKerrell, Andrew McDuff 
and Diane MacDuff- Colourful Kilmacolm; Jill Russell - Kilmacolm Old 
Kirk/Horticultural Society; Helen Calvert - KNCC; James Kelly - Vino 13; 
Douglas Graham - Blackwood of Kilmacolm; Margie McCallum. 

Apologies:  
Cllr Jim MacLeod - Ex Officio Member, James McColgan - Ronnie Cowan 
MP - Ex Officio Member 

1. Welcome 

The Chair opened the 29 November 2016 meeting of the Kilmacolm 
Community Council and welcomed those attending. 

2. Minute of the Kilmacolm Community Council Meeting – 25 October 
2016 

The Minute of the 25 October 2016 meeting was approved. 

3. Police Scotland 

PC Jamieson presented the Police Scotland crime report.  Fourteen crimes 
in the Kilmacolm and Quarriers Village area had been recorded since the 
last KCC meeting six of which were break-ins to garden sheds - all in a 
single weekend. The other crimes included two break-ins to storage 
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containers, a theft of fish from licensed waters, three thefts of personal 
property, a car theft and the theft of specialist equipment from SGN. 

Residents were requested to be vigilant and pass on details of suspicious 
vehicles or activities to john.jamieson4@scotland.pnn.police.uk. 

4. Gas Mains Replacement Work Programme for Kilmacolm 

Stephen McCarthy updated the meeting on the progress of the gas mains 
replacement work.  It was planned to complete the remaining work by 
the end of January 2017. 

5. Inverclyde Town & Village Centre’s Project 

Fiona Maguire and Gillian Smith gave a summary of the background to 
the Inverclyde Town and Village Centres Project and presented their 
Kilmacolm and Quarriers Village centre improvement proposals which are 
to be managed by Riverside Inverclyde.  The budgets for these projects 
is £58,000 - Kilmacolm - and £10,500 - Quarriers Village. 

The Kilmacolm village centre proposals presented were for improvements 
at the Kilmacolm Cross and the 'open' space in Market Place.  It was 
agreed to take forward the proposal for improvements at Kilmacolm 
Cross with a budget of £58,000.  The Market Place proposal as presented 
would require a budget in excess of that set aside. 

In essence the improvements proposed at the Kilmacolm Cross are: 

• Conservation works to the fountain and retaining wall 
• Removal of the Mare's Tail and existing plantings 
• New hedge, tree and shrub plantings 
• Signage and uplighting within the planter 
• Setted thresholds at the 20 mph limit extents - to reinforce perceived 

need to slow down in the village 
• Tactile uncontrolled crossing points with dropped curbs 

It was agreed to take forward the proposed improvements around the 
Sommerville Weir Hall.  In summary the improvements proposed are: 

• Creating a defined area adjacent to Three Sisters Bake step/ ramp and 
a key pedestrian area through the use of flush kerbing and surface 
colour application. 

• Cycle rack installation 
• Low hedging, heritage seating and shrub bed 
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Sketches of the proposals are appended to this minute.  A copy of the 
presentation is at http://www.kilmacolmcc.co.uk/2017/01/january-2017-
village-centre-improvements/ 

Detailed plans for the village centre improvements would be developed 
which would require interaction with the Kilmacolm Community Council, 
Kilmacolm Horticultural Society and the KNCC. 

Having agreed the improvements that will be managed by Riverside 
Inverclyde the KCC were now in a position to review the funding appeals 
for the community improvement proposals submitted by village 
organisations.  It is the intention to make a decision on the allocation and 
management of the 'community spend' budgets before the January 2017 
KCC meeting. 

6. Virgin Media - Investment in Kilmacolm 

Robbie Stevenson gave a summary of the background to the Kilmacolm 
Fibre To The Premise - FTTP project and the methods Virgin Media were 
employing to minimise the work and disruption involved in installing the 
'supercharged' broadband fibre connections to Kilmacolm properties. 

There were reports that the Virgin Media contractors were not always 
removing the rubble and 'filler' from the areas they were working. 

7. Roads, Pavements, Street Lighting, Parks and Open Spaces 

The Secretary explain that the Inverclyde Environment and Regeneration 
Committee at their meeting on 27 October 2016 had agreed that the 
Environmental and Commercial Services officers would meet with the 
Kilmacolm traders and KCC to discuss the petition the traders had 
submitted.  The petition was a request to abolish the parking disc zone in 
Kilmacolm.  It had been decided that the KCC would clarify the request 
with the traders before discussing the matter at a meeting of the 
community council.  The outcome of this discussion would be conveyed to 
the council officials.  The meeting with the officials had been arranged for 
13 December 2016. 

The Secretary reported that he had meet with Mr. James Kelly who had 
clarified that the traders wished for the abolition of the current parking 
time restrictions as they related to the designated on-street parking 
spaces in Kilmacolm. 

The Chair invited comments from those at the meeting.  In the ensuing 
lively discussion the concerns, views and opinions of those present were 
expressed and noted by the community councillors who voted by a 
majority not to support the abolition of the current parking time 
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restrictions as they related to the designated on-street parking spaces.  
The KCC shares the concern about the decline of the footfall in some of 
the village shops and businesses and is sympathetic to the trading 
situation in the village.  The majority view of the community councillors 
was, however, that the solution being proposed by the traders would be 
counterproductive and could exacerbate the current problems with 
inconsiderate parking. 

The Secretary had received emails from Mr. Drew Livingstone which 
outlined his suggestions for increasing the number of designated on-
street parking spaces.  These suggestions would be discussed at the 
meeting with the council officials.  His suggestion to get rid of the parking 
wardens would not be pursued by the KCC. 

Concern was expressed about the road line markings in the village which 
required repainting.  The Secretary will relay this to Inverclyde Council. 

8. Kilmacolm Community Council Finances 

The Secretary tabled the 2016/2017 Budget v Actual Report for 
November 2016 which showed a breakdown of the 2016/2017 adopted 
budget and the year to date expenditure.  The expenditure to date was 
shown as £382.91.  The forecast deficit for the year was shown as £156. 

It was agreed that there would not be any travel costs associated with 
Kilmacolm Twinning nor was it likely that there would be any expenditure 
in the financial year on the proposed Community WiFi. The forecast 
expenditure would be updated to reflect this in the January report. 

It was confirmed that the KCC would donate the proceeds of the 
Christmas Hamper Raffle plus £50 to the fund which had been established 
to acquire a defibrillator which would be installed at Birkmyre Park.  This 
donation was subject to KCC obtaining assurance that the defibrillator 
that Inverclyde Leisure acquired would be accessible, in emergencies, by 
members of the community.  The Secretary undertook to obtain this 
assurance. 

9. Planning/Licensing 

The KCC members considered the following planning applications which 
had been validated since the last meeting: 
• 16/0306/IC - Broomlea Pacemuir Road Kilmacolm PA13 4JJ - Single 

storey extension to the side and rear of existing bungalow. 
• 16/0303/IC - 9 Myreton Avenue Kilmacolm PA13 4LJ - Proposed 

alterations and extension to dwelling house 
• 16/0305/IC - Fir Cottage Glenmosston Road Kilmacolm PA13 4PF - 

Proposed new single dwelling house within the curtilage of Fir Cottage 
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• 16/0304/IC - 1 Leperstone Avenue Kilmacolm PA13 4RA - Erection of a 
single storey extension to side and rear of dwelling house 

• 16/0019/TRE - Altondyke Bridge Of Weir Road Kilmacolm PA13 4NU - 
Crown reduction of four sycamore trees 

• 16/0291/IC - Flat B Cottage 35 Peace Avenue Quarriers Village PA11 
3TH - Installation of replacement windows 

• 16/0283/IC - 5 Juniper Avenue Quarriers Village PA11 3NS - 
Alterations to ground levels and erection of garden wall to rear of 
property 

The KCC were not opposed to the applications nor did they feel that they 
required any formal comment. 

10.KCC Christmas Hamper Raffle 

Alda Clark had very kindly made up the hampers for the raffle which was 
to be drawn at the Christmas tree Lighting Up event at the Kilmacolm 
Community Centre on Friday 2 December 2016.  Raffle tickets were on 
sale at the Cross Cafe and Community Centre.  Community Councillors 
would assist in the sale of tickets and the prize draw at the event. 

11.Duchal Estate Long Term Forest Plan 

The KCC had been invited by letter to comment on the proposals set out 
in the Duchal Estate Forest Plan concept map.  Based on the summary of 
the proposals presented by the Secretary the KCC had no comments to  
make. 

12.Next Meetings of the Kilmacolm Community Council 
• Tuesday 31 January 2017 - 7:30pm 
• Tuesday 28 February 2017 - 7:30pm 
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The Proposed Village Centre Improvements - Kilmacolm Cross 
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The Proposed Village Centre Improvements 
Quarriers Village 
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