
KILMACOLM COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
Minute of Meeting: Tuesday 31 January 2017

Kilmacolm Community Council Meeting 

Tuesday 31 January 2017 at 7.30pm in Room 204 Kilmacolm 
Community Centre 

Present: 

Mike Jefferis – Chair 
Helen Cook – Vice Chair 
Jan Johnston - Treasurer 
Alda Clark 
Edwin Fisher 
David Madden 
Helen MacConnacher 

Cllr Stephen McCabe – Ex Officio Member 
Cllr James McColgan - Ex Officio Member 
Cllr David Wilson - Ex Officio Member 

Attending: 

PC John Jamieson and PC William Gorry - Police Scotland; Helen Calvert 
– KNCC; Peter McKerrell – Colourful Kilmacolm; Margie McCallum; Jacci 
Stoyle 

Apologies:  
David Goddard – Secretary, Dale McFadzean, Jim MacLeod - Ex Officio 
Member,  

1. Welcome 

The Chair opened the January 2017 meeting of the Kilmacolm Community 
Council and welcomed those attending. 

2. Minute of the Kilmacolm Community Council Meeting – 29 
November 2016 

The minute of the 29 November 2016 meeting was approved.  Under the 
third paragraph of Section 8 KCC Finances, Jan Johnston wished it to be 
noted that she thought that the donation of the Christmas Hamper 
proceeds was to be decided at this meeting. This was also the view of five 
other community councillors. 

3. Police Scotland 

PC Jamieson presented the Police Scotland crime report covering 
December 2016 and January 2017.  Ten crimes in the Kilmacolm and 
Quarriers Village area had been recorded since the last KCC meeting of 
which two were thefts – one from a house through an insecure window 
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and the other was the theft of a charity box from the baker shop. The 
other crimes included two domestics, a neighbourhood dispute, and an 
attempted theft of diesel and cases of sheep worrying by a dog.  
Peter McKerrell reported that glasses and bottles were being left on the 
wall at the base of the slope outside the Pullman Public House and PC 
Jamieson said he would speak to the landlord about it. 

4. Kilmacolm Community Council Finances 

Prior to the meeting the Secretary had circulated to the community 
councillors a copy of the approved 2016/2017 Budget together with a 
breakdown of the year to date expenditure of £773.94 
As agreed at last meeting, the twinning Travel and Community WiFi 
forecast expenditure was removed.  The proceeds of the Christmas 
Hamper Raffle amounted to £220 which - as agreed - has been donated 
to Inverclyde Leisure to assist with the provision of a Community Access 
Defibrillator in Birkmyre Park.  In addition to this - as agreed - a donation 
of £50 to this community facility had been made from the grant funding.   
These donations were subject to obtaining an assurance that the 
defibrillator would be accessible in emergencies to members of the 
community.  obtained This assurance was obtained by the Secretary.  It 
was agreed at the meeting that we no longer needed to provide Colourful 
Kilmacolm with £50 – this was agreed by Peter McKerrell of Colourful 
Kilmacolm.  

5.  Planning/Licensing 

The KCC members considered the following planning applications that 
had been validated since the last meeting: 
• 17/0019/IC – Maryville Bridge of Weir Road Kilmacolm PA13 4AP – 

Erection of a first-floor extension over an existing kitchen/family room. 
• 17/0002/IC – 3 Orchard Grove Kilmacolm PA13 4HQ – Surgery work to 

nine trees. 
• 17/0013/IC – Bridge of Weir Road Kilmacolm PA13 4AP – Installation 

of a new field gate. 
• 17/0001/IC – Windyhill Rowantreehill Road Kilmacolm PA13 4PE – 

Removal of car port and replacement by new garage. 
• 16/0038/LB – Bishop’s House Porterfield Road Kilmacolm PA13 4PD – 

Various refurbishments and internal works 
• 16/0339/IC - Bishop’s House Porterfield Road Kilmacolm PA13 4PD – 

Various refurbishments and internal works 
• 16/0039/LB - Bishop’s House Porterfield Road Kilmacolm PA13 4PD – 

New vehicular access and erection of new garage; old garage 
converted to gymnasium. 

• 16/0341/IC - Bishop’s House Porterfield Road Kilmacolm PA13 4PD – 
New vehicular access and erection of new garage; old garage 
converted to gymnasium. 
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• 16/0329/IC – Ardfruoch Glenmosston Road Kilmacolm PA13 4PF – 
Erection of entrance porch and erection of detached garage. 

• 16/0328/IC – 26 Churchill Road Kilmacolm PA13 4NA - Erection of a 
conservatory. 

The KCC were not opposed to these applications nor did they feel they 
required any formal comment. 

6. Roads, Pavements, Street Lighting, Parks and Open Spaces 

David Madden raised a concern about vehicle parking in Castlehill Road 
close to the junctions with Broomeknowe Road which cause problems for 
buses and other large vehicles turning in and out of Broomeknowe Road.  
It was suggested that consideration should be given to putting some 
hash lines on the corners lines to alleviate the problem. 

It was pointed out by Jan Johnston that there has been a lot of dog mess 
left recently by various owners at the entrance to the Old Kirk in Market 
Place. People should phone the Dog Warden who needs to catch them in 
the act in order to be able to prosecute. 

The newly erected fence at Barr’s Brae carpark is causing a problem for 
the owner of Etoile who is unable to clear the burn of debris during heavy 
rains. This is causing flooding. Councillor Wilson highlighted that an error 
had been made and that a gate was being inserted. 

Marge McCallum raised the state of Knockbuckle Road having a number 
of large potholes and unevenness of the surface. It is particularly bad for 
cyclists. Other areas were also highlighted such as Findlaystone Crescent 
and Victoria Gardens. 

Helen Cook again stated that the outside lights at the Birkmyre Park gym 
need to be repaired although she believes that this has been reported by 
the gym staff and by the Community Council.  

A petition was being presented to Councillor Wilson on Wednesday 1st 
February 2017 to keep the Birkmyre Café open. The Kilmacolm 
Community Council supports this petition and it was agreed that the 
Chair would write to Kieron Vango, the Chief Executive of Inverclyde 
Leisure emphasising this support. 

7. Inverclyde Town and Village Project – Kilmacolm and Quarriers 
Village 

The Kilmacolm Community council announced at the meeting which 
projects they would sponsor from the £10,000 community spend budget 
that they had to distribute. 
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The projects selected were: 

• Colourful Kilmacolm Market Place 

• Old Kirk grounds 

• Kilmacolm Heritage Centre Company special 
Rennie MacKintosh Centenary Project. 

It was agreed that these projects may not require the full £10,000 
between them and that other projects can be put forward for 
consideration. 

A discussion took place regarding the KNCC’s Boy’s Steps project and it 
was considered that this was a health and safety matter that should be 
paid for by the Inverclyde Council. Councillor McCabe pointed out that if it 
was a health and safety matter it would very likely result in the steps 
being permanently closed which is not the intended outcome.  

8. Any Other Competent Business 

Marge McCallum asked why a shortened account of the proceeding of the 
Kilmacolm Community Council could not be put into the Advertizer in the 
same manner as the Bridge of Weir Community Council or the Howood 
Community Council. The KCC would investigate and report back. 
Jan Johnston asked why village events could not be advertised on the 
KCC  website. It was agreed to investigate and report back. 

Helen Cook raised a concern over the construction of a six-foot fence in 
front of the Janitor’s House in Churchill Road. She felt that the open 
aspect of the Pacemuir Estate would be compromised by the erection of 
such a fence. This needs to be verified. 

9. Dates of Next Meetings of the Kilmacolm Community Council 
• Tuesday 28 February 2017 - 7:30pm 
• Tuesday 28 March 2017 - 7:30pm
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