
KILMACOLM COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
Minute of Meeting: Tuesday 25 April 2017

Kilmacolm Community Council Meeting 

Tuesday 25 April 2017 at 7.30pm in Room 101 Kilmacolm Community 
Centre 

Present: 

Mike Jefferis – Chair 
Helen Cook – Vice Chair 
David Goddard – Secretary 
Alda Clark 
Edwin Fisher 
Helen MacConnacher 

Cllr James McColgan - Ex Officio Member 
Cllr David Wilson - Ex Officio Member 

Attending: 

PC William Gorry, PC James Quigg - Police Scotland 
Mark Ashcroft, Ian Hannah - Inverclyde Safer Communities 
Alan Williamson - Inverclyde Regeneration & Planning 
Maureen Wallace, D MacLean, Edward McGulgan - Virgin Media 
Thirty members of the Community 

Apologies:  
Jan Johnston - Treasurer, David Madden, Dale McFadzean, Jim MacLeod 
- Ex Officio Member, Cllr Stephen McCabe – Ex Officio Member, Ronnie 
Cowan MP - Ex Officio Member 

1. Welcome 

The Chair opened the April 2017 meeting of the Kilmacolm Community 
Council and welcomed those attending. 

2. Minute of the Kilmacolm Community Council Meeting – 31 January 
2017 

The minute of the 28 March 2017 meeting was approved subject to  
Kilmacolm County Council under minute Item 10 being corrected to read 
Kilmacolm Community Council. 

3. Police Scotland 

Ten crimes in the Kilmacolm and Quarriers Village area had been 
recorded in April 2017 of which four had been detected and two were 
subject to ongoing enquires.  The crimes included one domestic assault,  
a housebreaking, an attempted house breaking, a breach of the peace, a 
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drugs offence, a case of motor vehicle vandalism, a theft, a shoplifting, a 
drunken driving offence and a fire raising at Birkmyre Park. 

The serious concerns of residents - particularly those living in the vicinity 
of Birkmyre Park - were raised about the anti-social and criminal 
behaviour in and around Birkmyre Park.  There had been a very marked 
increase in such incidents since Christmas which on occasions involved 
cars being dangerously driven at speed on the roads around the park and 
in the car park itself.  The recent wanton damage and fire raising in the 
park were evidence of how bad the situation had become. 

A lengthy discussion ensued with observations, comments and advice 
from the Inverclyde Community Warden Service members in attendance, 
the Police and the community members.  Residents were encouraged to 
contact the Community Wardens and Police to report incidents of anti-
social, dangerous or criminal behaviour and supplying as much 
information - including vehicle registration numbers - as possible. 

There was a call for more joined up thinking in the patrolling and  
monitoring of known 'trouble spots' and in anticipating when and where 
anti-social and threatening behaviour could occur.  It was also thought 
that there may be benefit in reviewing the effectiveness of the current 
CCTV coverage in Birkmyre Park. 

4. Inverclyde Local Development Plan 

Alan Williamson - Inverclyde Council Planning Policy Team Leader - was 
welcomed to the meeting.  He made a presentation explaining the 2019 
Local Development Plan process that Inverclyde Council had embarked 
upon and the purpose of the Main Issues Report in that process.  The 
report was published for public consultation on 31 March 2017.  
Comments on the issues it contained were invited which needed to be 
submitted by 31 May 2017. 

It was thought that the main issues in the report that directly affected 
Kilmacolm and Quarriers Village were those concerned with the requested 
release of greenbelt land for housing development and sites for car parks. 

The forecast housing needs were questioned and it was the view of some 
of those at the meeting that there was no need for any additional housing 
development in the Kilmacolm and Quarriers Village area.  Of all the 
requests received for the release of land in the greenbelt the Inverclyde 
Council's preferred option was for the land described as 'West of Quarry 
Drive'.  If housing development was ever proposed in this area the near 
residents would be opposed to the entrance to the development being via 
Springwood Drive. 
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A strong objection was raised that the suggested options in the report for 
the siting of additional off-street car parking had been lodged by the Civic 
Trust who did not own any of the sites which they had suggested should 
be considered. 

The communities of Kilmacolm and Quarriers were urged to use the 
prescribed procedures to make known their comments, support or 
objections to the issues outlined in the report. 

A Kilmacolm Community Council 'working group' had been established to 
consider the Main Issues Report and frame a formal response to 
Inverclyde Council.  This draft would be submitted to the KCC members 
for their consideration, review and approval. 

5. Virgin Media 

Maureen Wallace - Virgin Media Community Liaison Officer - was 
introduced to the meeting.  She explained that the contractor employed 
to extend their network had left site and a new set of contractors would 
re-commence the work in the following week.  Tidying up work would be 
undertaken in advance of that.  It was the intention to get the network 
extension work back on track with a greater consideration for the 
community and the built environment.  Virgin Media would host a 
community information event in the Kilmacolm Community Centre on 
Thursday 4 May 2017. 

6. Kilmacolm Community Council Finances 

Prior to the meeting the Secretary had circulated to the community 
councillors copies of the 2016/2017 Unaudited Statement of Accounts 
and the April 2017 Budget v Actual Report. 

The 20916/2017 Statement of Accounts showed a year end surplus of 
£756.09 and a closing bank balance of £2,994.12 

The 2017/2018 expenditure in April was shown as £107.74 and the year 
end bank balance forecast as £3,098. 

The 2017/2018 budget includes a proposed £250 donation towards the 
funding of the Community Access Defibrillator to be situated in Birkmyre 
Park.  It is yet to be agreed with the Birkmyre Fitness Gym Manager if 
this donation was required. 
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7.  Planning/Licensing 

The KCC members considered the following planning applications that 
had been validated since the last meeting: 
• 17/0115/IC - 1 Drumpellier Place - Coffee Shop Lochwinnoch Road 

Kilmacolm PA13 4HE - Variation of condition 2 of planning permission 
IC/01/073 in respect of hours of opening 

• 17/0039/IC - Glebe Court Gillburn Road Kilmacolm PA13 4NG = 
Installation of biomass heating system unit 

• 17/0089/IC - Woodberry House Castlehill Crescent Kilmacolm PA13 
4HY - Erection of two flats 

• 17/0096/IC - 9 Wateryetts Drive Kilmacolm PA13 4QP - Proposed 
porch to front of property (in retrospect) 

The KCC were not opposed to these applications but in the case of  
application 17/0115/IC - 1 Drumpellier Place it was agreed that 
permission should only be granted on the condition that the opening 
hours were restricted in order to protect residents from late night and 
early morning noise disturbance. 

A Notice of Application for a Premises Licence in respect of the  
Drumpellier Place Coffee Shop/Wine Bar had been received by the KCC.  
The on sale licensed hours applied for were Monday - Saturday 11:00am 
to 10:00pm and Sunday 12:30 to 10:00pm.  The concerns of the 
residents of the adjoining premises were taken into consideration in the 
ensuing discussion.  It was, however, agreed that if the on-sales and 
opening hours were restricted and observed there was no real case for 
opposing the application. 

6. Roads, Pavements, Street Lighting, Parks and Open Spaces 

Inverclyde Council had issued a Proposed Traffic Order for the removal  of 
the Parking Disc area and the requirement to display a Parking Disc in 
the Limited Parking Places in Kilmacolm.  It was also proposed that the 
"No waiting Monday to Friday8am-6pm Saturday 8am -1pm" be extended 
on the East kerbline of Gryffe Road.  This was proposed to ease the 
problems experienced by buses turning from Lochwinnoch Road into 
Gryffe Road.  The Kilmacolm Community Council were not opposed to the 
proposed traffic order.  There was however interest in knowing how 
effective the enforcement of the two hour waiting restriction would be 
after the TRO came into effect.  It was agreed that it was important the 
implementation of the changes was effectively communicated by 
Inverclyde Council.  
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7. Councillor MacLeod and Councillor McColgan  

Cllr MacLeod would cease to be an Ex-Officio member of the KCC as he 
would, if successful in the forthcoming Council Election, be a 
representative for Inverclyde Ward 2 and not Ward 1 - within which 
Kilmacolm and Quarriers Village fall. 

Cllr McColgan was not standing for election and his Ex-Officio  
membership of KCC would, therefore, cease. 

The Chair, on behalf of the KCC,  thanked both the councillors for their 
support of Kilmacolm and Quarriers Village and for their active 
participation in the affairs of the Kilmacolm Community Council. 

8. Dates of Next Meetings of the Kilmacolm Community Council 
• Tuesday 30 May 2017 - 7:00pm - Annual General Meeting 
• Tuesday 30 May 2017 - 7:30pm
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