
KILMACOLM COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
Minute of Meeting: Tuesday 26  September 2017

Kilmacolm Community Council Meeting 

Tuesday 26 September 2017 at 7.30pm in Room 205 Kilmacolm 
Community Centre 

Present: 

Mike Jefferis - Chair 
Helen Cook – Vice Chair 
David Goddard – Secretary 
Edwin Fisher – Treasurer 
Alda Clark 
Jan Johnston 
Helen MacConnacher 
David Madden 

Cllr Christopher Curley – Ex Officio Member 

Attending: 

Those listed on the attached Attendance Register 

Apologies: Dale McFadzean; Cllr Stephen McCabe – Ex Officio Member; Cllr 
David Wilson - Ex Officio Member; Ronnie Cowan MP -Ex Officio Member 

1. Welcome 

The Chair opened the September 2017 meeting of the Kilmacolm 
Community Council and welcomed those attending. 

2. Minute of the Kilmacolm Community Council Meeting – 29 August  
2017 

In the unapproved minute Ronnie Cowan MP was listed under both 
Present and Apologies.  He had, in fact, not attended the meeting.  With 
this correction the minute was approved. 

3. Police Scotland 

PC Jamieson reported that in the month of September 2017 six crimes in 
the Kilmacolm and Quarriers Village area had been recorded.  These 
crimes included one historic school related incident, two fire raising on 
farms, one domestic incident, one road traffic offence and one attempted 
house breaking. 

PC Jamieson explained that the community event, for bicycle owners, 
would be held in the Kilmacolm Community Centre on Saturday 7 October 
from 09:00 to 12:00.  At this event bicycles would be security coded with 
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a UV marker pen, visible under ultra violet light, which could assist in 
identifying the owners of stolen bicycles. 

4. Inverclyde Council Community Warden Service 

The Inverclyde Community wardens in attendance reported that there 
had been little reported anti-social behaviour in the Kilmacolm area 
during September. 

5. Virgin Media - Network Expansion 

Maureen Wallace - Virgin Media Community Liaison Officer - reported that 
regrettably the planned extension of their network into the West Glen and 
Langbank Drive/Rise area had been 'locked down'.  Factors contributing 
to this decision were the failure to obtain wayleave consent from all the 
property owners affected by the planned cable routing and the prohibitive 
costs of alternative cable routing. 

Jack Leighton - on behalf of a number of West Glen and Langbank Drive/
Rise home owners expressed extreme disappointment with this decision 
which would mean that a significant number of homes in Kilmacolm 
would be denied the benefits of fast broadband. He felt this was unfair 
and the lack of fast broadband would have a detrimental impact on the 
value of properties in this area.  He appealed to Virgin Media to rethink 
the situation as he was of the view that, with the help of residents in the 
area, an acceptable cable routing solution could be found.  He was 
advised to liaise with Ronnie Cowan MP who had a particular interest in 
the availability of fast broadband to homes in Inverclyde. 

6. Kilmacolm Community Council Finances 

Prior to the meeting the Secretary had, on behalf of the Treasurer,  
circulated to the community councillors the September 2017 Budget v 
Actual Report.  The report showed the 2017/2018 expenditure to 
September as £593.04, an income of £1266.22 and the year end bank 
balance forecast as £3,092.  This was unchanged from the August report. 

It was clarified that the budget made provision for room hire for  
community public meetings and that it was in order to pay the costs of 
hiring the St Columba Church hall for the public meeting held to discuss 
the Proposed Residential Site at the Knapps & North Denniston. 

7. Planning/Licensing 

The KCC members considered the following planning applications that 
had been validated since the last meeting: 
• 17/0274/IC - Craigmarloch South Port Glasgow Road Kilmacolm PA13 

4SG - Erection of storage shed at Craigmarloch South, Port Glasgow 
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Road, Kilmacolm (amendment to previously approved planning 
application ref: 16/0107/IC) addition of two chimneys 

• 17/0259/IC - Orotava Knockbuckle Road Kilmacolm PA13 4JT - Interior 
alterations and two storey extension to side of existing detached house 
to form new family room with utility on ground floor and bedroom with 
en-suite above. Circa 45sqm. 

• 17/0262/IC - 1 Drumpellier Place Lochwinnoch Road Kilmacolm PA13 
4HE - Proposed formation of external seating area and replacement of 
side window 

• 17/0254/IC - Old Quarry Site Port Glasgow Road Kilmacolm PA13 4SG 
- Proposed Erection of Dwelling House and Garage at Old Quarry Site 
to the North-East of Port Glasgow Road, Kilmacolm, PA13 4SG. 

• 17/0258/IC - Hawthorns Duchal Road Kilmacolm PA13 4AY - 
Alterations on existing kitchen and utility room. Addition of an oriel 
window and roof glazing. 

The KCC were not opposed to the applications nor did they feel that they 
required any formal comment. 

The Chair reported that shortly after the last KCC meeting Gladman 
Developments had submitted to Inverclyde Council a Proposal of 
Application Notice relating to a proposed new housing development on 
and land at the Knapps and North Denniston. The notice began a formal 
twelve week public consultation period.  In response to the notice the 
Kilmacolm Civic Trust and the Kilmacolm Residents Association had  
formed the Kilmacolm Greenbelt Alliance to oppose the proposal. 

The Chair gave a brief report on the proceedings of the public meeting on 
Tuesday 14 September attended by over 400 people at the St. Columba 
Church Hall.  The meeting had been convened by the Kilmacolm 
Greenbelt Alliance to inform the community of Gladman Development's 
preparations for their submission of an application for Planning 
Permission in Principle for the proposed residential development in the 
greenbelt area of the Knapps and North Denniston.  The consultation 
process that would be followed had been explained at that meeting. 

Gladman Developments had hosted - as part of the consultation process 
- a public exhibition on 19 September 2017.  They had provided feedback 
forms, which are also available online, seeking comments on their plans.  
The closing date for feedback comments is 31 October 2017. 

Louise Eadie outlined the actions the Kilmacolm Greenbelt Alliance 
planned to undertake to maximise the number of completed feedback 
forms that will be submitted to Gladman.  This included planned visits, 
before 24 October, to each Kilmacolm household and proving help, advice 
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and guidance on how to complete a feedback form and drafting a 
covering letter to accompany the form. 

The Chair encouraged the community councillors to submit their feedback 
individually.  The Kilmacolm Community Council would agree its response 
at the next meeting and submit its feedback and covering letter.  To meet 
the submission deadline it was agreed to bring forward the KCC October 
meeting to Tuesday 24 October 2017.  The change in date would be 
advised in this meeting minute, on the next meeting's agenda and on the 
KCC website. 

8. Roads, Pavements, Street Lighting, Parks and Open Spaces 

Complaints were made that the trees and bushes overgrowth from 
properties at the junction of Gryffe Road and Bridge of Weir Road and 
those at the junction of Knockbuckle Road and Lochwinnoch Road were 
obscuring motorists' view of the road traffic on the main roads.  The 
Secretary undertook to report these concerns to Inverclyde Council. 

9. RBS ATM 

The Chair undertook to lodge a formal complaint to RBS about the length 
of time the RBS ATM had been out of service and request an urgent 
resumption of this essential community service. 

10.Village Centre Improvements 

It had been agreed that the KCC would, outwith the last meeting, confirm 
which 'rumble strip' option they wished to be incorporated in the village 
centre improvements.  The majority of the community councillors were 
opposed to the incorporation of 'rumble strips' being included in the 
Village CentreImprovements. The Secretary had advised the outcome to 
Riverside Inverclyde. 

11.Kilmacolm Village Centre Community Access Defibrillator 

Jan Johnston, on behalf of the KCC, was pursuing the proposal for the 
provision of a Community Access Defibrillator sited, ideally, in the Cargill 
Centre area.  She reported on progress and provided indicative costs of 
various defibrillator options.  She was in discussion with the Inverclyde 
Library Service to seek permission to site a defibrillator on the outside 
wall of Kilmacolm Library.  The investigations would continue and a 
specific proposal tabled at a meeting of the KCC. 

12.Kilmacolm Community Council Christmas Hamper Raffle 

It was agreed to hold a Christmas Hamper Raffle this year.  The draw 
would be made at the Christmas Tree Lighting Up ceremony.  Jan 
Johnston undertook to confirm the date of the event. 
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As an aside it was generally agreed that the Christmas lighting in the 
Village should be improved. 

13.Dates of Next Meetings of Kilmacolm Community Council 
• Tuesday 24 October 2017 - 7:30pm 
• Tuesday 28 November 2017 - 7:30pm 
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