
KILMACOLM COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
Minute of Meeting: Tuesday 28 November 2017

Kilmacolm Community Council Meeting 

Tuesday 28 November 2017 at 7.30pm in Room 205 Kilmacolm 
Community Centre 

Present: 
Mike Jefferis - Chair 
David Goddard – Secretary 
Edwin Fisher – Treasurer 
Alda Clark 
Frances Hughes Fulton 
Jan Johnston 
Helen MacConnacher 
David Madden 

Cllr Christopher Curley – Ex Officio Member 
Cllr Stephen McCabe – Ex Officio Member 

Attending: 
Those listed on the attached Attendance Register 

Apologies: Helen Cook – Vice Chair; Dale McFadzean; Cllr David Wilson - Ex 
Officio Member; Ronnie Cowan MP -Ex Officio Member 

1. Welcome 

The Chair opened the November 2017 meeting of the Kilmacolm 
Community Council and welcomed those attending. 

2. Minute of the Kilmacolm Community Council Meeting – 26 
September 2017 

The minute of the 26 September 2017 was approved. 

3. Police Scotland 

PC Jamieson reported that in the month of November 2017 six crimes in 
the Kilmacolm and Quarriers Village area had been recorded.  These 
crimes included one historic school related incident, a theft of a worker's 
van, an act of property vandalism, an attempted housebreaking, a 
telecommunication offence and a hit and run incident. 

PC Jamieson also reported that the bicycle security marking event on 7 
October was not as well attended as he would have wished.  Another 
event would held in the Spring of 2018.  In the meantime he would 
undertake security marking, if required, at his monthly surgery in the 
Kilmacolm Community Centre. 
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PC Jamieson's visit to the Kilmacolm Nursery School had been well 
received. 

4. Inverclyde Council Community Warden Service 

During November the Inverclyde Community Wardens had dealt with six 
reported incidents.  These included a neighbour dispute and, at Birkmyre 
Park, two public nuisance incidents, two drugs and drinks incidents and 
an act of vandalism. 

5. Community Tracks 

Stewart Phillips - a representative from Community Tracks - made a well 
received presentation of the work they undertake in promoting healthy 
travel for the community which is aimed at reducing carbon emissions in 
Inverclyde.  They focus on removing the barriers to cycling and travelling 
on foot.  Details of their good work and volunteering opportunities are 
available on their website http://communitytracks.net 

A copy of the presentation is available on the Kilmacolm Community 
Council website at http://www.kilmacolmcc.co.uk 

6. Kilmacolm Community Council Finances 

Prior to the meeting the Secretary had, on behalf of the Treasurer,  
circulated to the community councillors the November 2017 Budget v 
Actual Report.  The report showed the 2017/2018 expenditure to 
November as £666.04, an income of £1266.62 and the year end bank 
balance forecast as £3,094. 

7. Planning/Licensing 

The KCC members considered the following planning applications that 
had been validated since the last meeting: 
• 17/0005/PREAPP -Land West Of Quarry Drive Kilmacolm - Residential 

development to include access and associated ancillary development 
(major) 

• 17/0346/IC - Migdale Finlaystone Road Kilmacolm PA13 4RZ - Non 
compliance with condition 2 of planning permission 16/0227/IC 

• 17/0341/IC - 6 Hillside Avenue Kilmacolm PA13 4QL -Erection of 1.5 
storey side extension 

• 17/0357/IC - The Kilmacolm Institute Lochwinnoch Road Kilmacolm 
PA13 4HA - Construction of three storey building comprising two 
ground floor retail units and twelve residential apartments above 
(amendment to planning permission 13/0379/IC). 

• 17/0352/IC - Balrossie House Blacksholm Road Kilmacolm PA13 4ST 
• Construction of 49 No. new build houses with associated roads 

infrastructure and new package waste treatment plant. 
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• 17/0038/LB - Balrossie House Blacksholm Road Kilmacolm PA13 4ST - 
Conversion of existing Main Building, Annexe Building and Water Tower 
into residential units. Main Building - façade retention to North, South 
and East elevations with full reconstruction of west elevation, internal 
floor plates and roof, new windows throughout. Annexe Building - 
internal alterations and repairs to suit new layout. Roof overhauled/
reslated, new windows throughout. Water Tower Building - Existing 
ground floor walls retained with new upper floor construction to 
match existing. 

• 17/0351/IC - Balrossie House Blacksholm Road Kilmacolm PA13 4ST - 
Conversion of existing Main Building, Annexe Building and Water Tower 
into residential units. Main Building - façade retention to North, South 
and East elevations with full reconstruction of west elevation, internal 
floor plates and roof, new windows throughout. Annexe Building - 
internal alterations and repairs to suit new layout. Roof overhauled/
reslated, new windows throughout. Water Tower Building - Existing 
ground floor walls retained with new upper floor construction to match 
existing. 

Application 17/0005/PREAPP was a notification of the public consultation 
of the proposed residential development on the land West Of Quarry 
Drive and did not require a response from the KCC. 

The KCC were not opposed to the applications 17/0346/IC - Migdale 
Finlaystone Road Kilmacolm PA13 4RZ;  17/0341/IC - 6 Hillside Avenue 
Kilmacolm PA13 4QL and 17/0357/IC - The Kilmacolm Institute 
Lochwinnoch Road Kilmacolm PA13 4HA nor did they feel that they 
required any formal comment. 

The applications that related to the conversion of Balrossie House 
existing buildings into residential units and the construction of forty nine 
new build houses evoked a strong reaction from those in attendance at 
the meeting.  Concern was expressed at the way the proposals had been 
communicated, the size and nature of the proposed housing development 
and its impact on traffic in the area and in Kilmacolm centre.  After 
discussion it was agreed that the KCC would object to the applications 
and would seek more information on the proposals preferably in the form 
of an open consultative meeting. 

The representative from the Kilmacolm Residents Association requested 
that the KCC withdraw their Main Issue Report comments as they related 
to the preferred housing development sites.  In response the Chair 
explained that the KCC would follow due process and its next actions 
would be to review and comment on the proposed Local Development 
Plan when it was issued as part of the next consultation phase. 
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The representative asked the Kilmacolm Community Council to explain 
the consultation it had entered into in regard to the preferred 'greenbelt 
release' option presented in the Main Issues Report.  It was explained 
that the Kilmacolm Community Council had invited residents, via 
announcements in the Gryffe Advertizer and on their website, to attend 
the 25 April 2017 community council meeting where the Main Issues 
Report was presented by a senior planning official of the Inverclyde 
Council.  There had been open dialogue with those who attended the 
meeting.  The Kilmacolm Community Council had used the limited 
communication resources available to them.  It was the intention that  
future community communications would be extended. 

It was questioned how the Kilmacolm Community Council had come to 
the proposal that a 'new road' should be built from the roundabout from 
the roundabout in Wateryetts Drive to give access any housing 
development site at West of Quarry Drive.  It was explained that this 
suggestion was in response to the concerns expressed at the 25 April 
2017 meeting about the potential traffic volumes in Springwood Drive if 
the 'West of Quarry Drive' housing development ever went ahead. 

It was asked if the the Kilmacolm Community Council would share with 
those present the purpose of their Private Meeting on 26 September 
2017.  It was explained that it was a private meeting about the 
functioning of the community council and not about planning issues and 
remained private. 

It was reported that, in their greenbelt retention campaigning, the 
Kilmacolm Residents Association would refer to the 'Land West of Quarry 
Drive' as 'Kilmacolm Meadow'. 

8. Roads, Pavements, Street Lighting, Parks and Open Spaces 

The Secretary would report to Inverclyde Council that the surface of the 
footbridge over the cycle track on Lochwinnoch Road was hazardous in 
the winter and a danger to pedestrians on this School Safe Route.  It was 
suggested that Sustrans may be responsible for the footbridge.  

9. Village Centre Improvements 

The Secretary reported that the plans for the restoration work and 
replanting of the ‘water fountain’ garden at the Kilmacolm Cross - part of 
the village centre improvement project - had been finalised and the work 
was out to tender.  The Kilmacolm Horticulture Society will continue to 
tend the garden.  Improvements to the steps and paths in the Old Kirk 
graveyard are to be undertaken as part of the main village improvement 
project. 
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A separate ‘community spend’ budget of £70,000 was now available for 
community inspired village centre improvements and added facilities for 
Kilmacolm and Quarriers Village  The Kilmacolm Community Council 
would seek suggestions from village groups and residents for 
improvements or additional facilities that will enhance village life in 
Kilmacolm and Quarriers Village. 

Suggestions from those at the meeting included providing enhanced 
illuminated street decorations, funding the Civic Trust 'audio village 
history' project and resurfacing some of the Kilmacolm centre pavements 
with mono block.  It was also suggested that consideration be given to 
erecting a memorial to the fallen somewhere in the village centre. 

An appeal for suggestions for other village centre improvements would be 
made via the Gryffe Advertizer. 

10.Kilmacolm Village Centre Community Access Defibrillator 

Jan Johnston reported on the progress on the acquisition and installation 
of a community access defibrillator.  Agreement had been obtained to  
install the defibrillator on the outside wall of Kilmacolm Library.  The 
Community HeartBeat Trust was the chosen provider of the defibrillator  
and its ongoing support and maintenance at a one off cost of £1,950.00 
and an ongoing annual support cost of £126.00.  The Board of Kilmacolm 
New Community Centre had agreed to pay a third of the provision costs 
and a Kilmacolm resident who wished to remain anonymous had 
generously asked to share in the cost of providing the community access 
defibrillator.  It was agreed that the Kilmacolm Community Council would 
fund a third of the provision cost and pay the ongoing support costs. 

St Columba's School had agreed to relocate the defibrillator at the Senior 
School to give access to the community. 

11.Kilmacolm Community Council Christmas Hamper Raffle 

The Kilmacolm Community Council would hold a Christmas Hamper Raffle 
again this year.  The draw would be made at the Christmas Tree Lighting 
Up ceremony on  Friday 8 December 2017.  Alda Clark would assemble 
the hampers and appealed for contributions from the community 
councillors. 

Proceeds from the raffle would be donated to ongoing support of the 
community access defibrillator. 

12.Kilmacolm Community Council Social Media 

Frances Hughes Fulton - recently appointed an Associate Member of the 
Kilmacolm Community Council - agreed to submit a proposal for the 
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establishment and management of a FaceBook facility for the Kilmacolm 
Community Council.  This would be aimed at informing and involving the 
community in issues that affected life in Kilmacolm and Quarriers Village. 

13.Inverclyde Council Budget Review  

The Inverclyde Council had agreed budget saving proposals to go to 
public consultation in January 2018.  Included in the proposals was the 
possible transfer of the Kilmacolm Library to a community group.  The 
Secretary had received an email from a resident expressing concern at 
this proposal.  It was agreed to defer discussion on the proposed budget  
until after the publication of the detailed proposals in January 2018. 

14.UK Parliamentary Constituencies In Scotland - Boundary Changes 

The Kilmacolm Community Council had no objections to the proposed 
boundary changes to the UK Parliamentary Constituencies as it related to 
Inverclyde and Erskine. 

15.Dates of Next Meetings of Kilmacolm Community Council 
• Tuesday 30 January 2018 - 7:30pm 
• Tuesday 27 February 2018 - 7:30pm 
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