
KILMACOLM COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
Minute of Meeting: Tuesday 30 January 2018

Kilmacolm Community Council Meeting 

Tuesday 30 January 2018 at 7.30pm in Room 205 Kilmacolm 
Community Centre 

Present: 
Mike Jefferis - Chair 
Helen Cook – Vice Chair 
David Goddard – Secretary 
Edwin Fisher – Treasurer 
Alda Clark 
Jan Johnston 
Helen MacConnacher 
David Madden 
Dale McFadzean 

Cllr Christopher Curley – Ex Officio Member 
Cllr Stephen McCabe – Ex Officio Member 

Attending: 
PC John Jamieson - Police Scotland; Bill Crookston - Kilmacolm Residents 
Association; Bob Forbes; Christina Forbes; Margie McCallum; Ann Muir; 
Jill Russell 

Apologies:  
Frances Hughes Fulton; Cllr David Wilson - Ex Officio Member; Ronnie 
Cowan MP -Ex Officio Member 

1. Welcome 

The Chair opened the January 2018 meeting of the Kilmacolm Community 
Council and welcomed those attending. 

2. Minute of the Kilmacolm Community Council Meeting – 28 
November 2017 

The minute listed Helen Cook - Vice Chair as being present at the meeting  
of 28 November 2017 when in fact she did not attend and had tendered 
her apologies.  With this correction the minute was approved. 

3. Police Scotland 

PC Jamieson reported that in the months of December 2017 and January 
2018 six crimes in the Kilmacolm and Quarriers Village area had been 
recorded.  These crimes included malicious damage to a worker's van,  
two housebreakings, a sexual assault, a dangerous dog incident and an 
assault at the Pullman Tavern. 
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4. Inverclyde Council Community Warden Service 

The Inverclyde Community Wardens were not able to attend the meeting 
and had tendered their apologies and a brief written report for December 
2017.  The report listed just a single ASB setting fires incident. 

5. Kilmacolm Community Council Finances 

Prior to the meeting the Secretary had, on behalf of the Treasurer,  
circulated to the community councillors the January 2018 Budget v Actual 
Report.  The report showed the 2017/2018 expenditure to January 2018 
as £758.31, an income of £1547.07 with £,3782.88 available at the bank. 
The year end bank balance is forecast as £2,508.  The income included 
the Christmas Raffle proceeds of £280.00 and the year end bank balance 
forecast took into account the anticipated spend on the Village Centre 
community access defibrillator. 

6. Planning/Licensing 

The KCC members considered the following planning applications that 
had been validated since the last meeting: 
• 17/0403/IC - Land At Knapps And North Denniston Bridge Of Weir 

Road Kilmacolm - Proposed residential development with access, open 
space, landscaping and associated works 

• 17/0041/LB - Bishop's House Porterfield Road Kilmacolm PA13 4PD - 
Downtaking of non-original lightweight block partition in original 
ground floor scullery and making good wall floor and ceiling finishes. 
Existing timber base units relocated into basement room to form new 
wine cellar. 

• 17/0353/IC - Glendevon Duchal Road Kilmacolm PA13 4AY - Single 
storey extension 

• 18/0002/PREAPP - Land At Carsemeadow Quarriers Village - Proposed 
residential development with associated access, infrastructure, 
landscape and open space 

• 18/0008/IC - Yetts Lodge Yetts Avenue Kilmacolm PA13 4QW - 
Erection of garage and associated  

• 18/0004/IC - Flat A Cottage 3 Faith Avenue Quarriers Village PA11 3TF 
- Erection of patio within enclosed garden 

• 17/0415/IC - Auchenfoyle Farm Auchenfoil Road Kilmacolm PA13 4TH 
- Conversion of outbuilding to a dwelling house 

• 17/0350/IC - Dippany Farm Dippany Road Kilmacolm PA13 4TH - 
Change the use of redundant farm building to dwelling house and 
associated works 

The KCC were not opposed to the applications 17/0041/LB - Bishop's 
House Porterfield Road Kilmacolm PA13 4PD;  17/0353/IC - Glendevon 
Duchal Road Kilmacolm PA13 4AY; 18/0008/IC - Yetts Lodge Yetts 
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Avenue Kilmacolm PA13 4QW; 17/0415/IC - Auchenfoyle Farm 
Auchenfoil Road Kilmacolm PA13 4TH; 17/0350/IC - Dippany Farm 
Dippany Road Kilmacolm PA13 4TH.  Neither did they feel that they 
required any formal comment. 

The KCC had lodged an objection to the planning application 17/0403/IC 
- Land At Knapps And North Denniston Bridge Of Weir Road Kilmacolm 

It was agreed that the Chair would, on behalf of the KCC, lodge a 
opposition to the planning application 18/0004/IC - Flat A Cottage 3 Faith 
Avenue Quarriers Village PA11 3TF.  This objection was on the grounds 
that the proposal was not in keeping with the character of Quarriers 
Village. 

Application 18/0002/PREAPP was a Proposal of Application Notice relating 
to a proposed new housing development and it marked the start a twelve 
week public consultation.  This application did not require a formal 
response from the KCC.  There was considerable local resentment to this 
proposal.  Gladman Developments Ltd would be holding a formal public 
exhibition in Quarriers Village on 8 February where indicative 
development proposals would be on display. 

It was reported that there was widespread speculation amongst Quarriers 
Village residents that there were plans to use three of the village 
cottages to provide secure accommodation for children who are under 
the care of the Kibble organisation.  The possible, but unsubstantiated, 
implications of housing children and young people affected by adversity 
or trauma in Quarriers Village was cause of great concern. 

It was agreed that the Chair would seek clarification from the Quarriers 
organisation whether there was any substance in the speculation and 
implications that had been drawn by Quarriers Village residents. 

7. Inverclyde Council Budget Saving Proposals 

The Chair reported on a meeting he had attended to discuss the possible 
proposed transfer of the Kilmacolm Library to a community group.  This 
was one of the proposals contained in the Inverclyde Council list of 
proposed budget cuts that had been publicised for public consultation.  It 
had been suggested - if the proposal went ahead - that the Kilmacolm 
Community Council would be a candidate to take over the running of the 
Kilmacolm Library.  In the ensuring discussion it was agreed that the 
Kilmacolm Community Council, and possibly no other local community 
group, would have the resources, skills and knowledge to successfully 
manage this essential community service and they could not, therefore, 
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take on the proposed responsibility.  This response would be conveyed by 
the Chair in a letter to Inverclyde Council. 

The Chair handed out to the members copies of the Budget Consultation 
questionnaire for them to complete.  He would consolidate the answers 
given into a single response to Inverclyde Council.  He encouraged the 
members to express their own views using the online 'Your Council Your 
SayBudget Simulator' facility. 

8. Village Centre Improvements 

The Secretary reported that the appeal to village groups published in the 
Gryffe Advertizer had not resulted in any further suggestions for 
improvements or additional facilities that would enhance village life in 
Kilmacolm and Quarriers Village. 

Suggestions from the previous KCC meeting included providing enhanced 
illuminated street decorations, funding the Civic Trust 'audio village 
history' project, resurfacing some of the Kilmacolm centre pavements 
with mono block and giving consideration to erecting a memorial to the 
fallen somewhere in the village centre. 

Helen Cook agreed to pursue the suggestion of enhanced illuminated 
street decorations and would submit a proposal to be considered by the 
Kilmacolm Community Council. 

The Chair would take up the 'audio village history' suggested project with 
the Civic Trust. 

It was to be agreed how to pursue the other suggestions made at the 
previous meeting. 

The Secretary was working with the Old Kirk preparing formal 
applications to Inverclyde Riverside for funds to clear the Old Kirk 
graveyard of ivy and to undertake the groundworks for the Pilgrim Way 
which is to be established in the grounds of the Manse. 

9. Kilmacolm Village Centre Community Access Defibrillator 

Jan Johnston reported on the acquisition and installation of a community 
access defibrillator on the outside wall of Kilmacolm Library.  All the 
necessary agreements had been made for the acquisition and installation 
of the defibrillator  The required funds were available from the three 
donors which needed to be collected and forwarded onto Community 
HeartBeat Trust.  Once the defibrillator was in place the Greenock 
Telegraph would report on the occasion and the background story. 
Photographs would accompany the report. 
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Jan Johnston was thanked for all the work she had undertaken and for 
getting the various groups involved to collectively support the acquisition 
and accessibility of this worthwhile community asset. 

10.Roads, Pavements, Street Lighting, Parks and Open Spaces 

The Chair reported that the Kilmacolm's 'Disk Zone' signs had been 
removed.  Although there was no longer any need to display the parking 
disks the parking restrictions still applied and were enforceable. 

The Secretary would report the hazardous large pothole on Wateryetts 
Road. 

The bollards at the 'pavement build out' on Lochwinnoch Road needed to 
be re-installed as the securing hole was a hazard to pedestrians.  The 
Secretary would inform Inverclyde Council. 

The state of the road surface on Knockbuckle Road was a cause of 
considerable concern to some of the road users.  The Secretary would 
ascertain if there were any plans for providing a lasting remedy to the 
problem. 

11.Kilmacolm Twinning Society 

Helen Cook - who represents the Kilmacolm Community Council on the 
Kilmacolm Twinning Society - informed the meeting that due to recent 
resignations there were vacancies on the Society's committee that 
needed filling.  The Kilmacolm Community Council who were instrumental 
in the formation of the Kilmacolm Twinning Society had been asked to 
help in an appeal for members of the community to support the Society 
and make themselves available to serve on their committee. 

12.Best Dressed Easter Shop Window Competition 

It was agreed that provided there was sufficient interest and support 
from Kilmacolm shopkeepers the Kilmacolm Community Council would 
organise and run a Best Dressed Easter Shop Window competition  
together with a shop window related competition for children.  The 
children's competition, shop window judging and awards were proposed 
to take place on Saturday 24 March - the Saturday before the Inverclyde 
schools Easter break.  The decision whether to go ahead with the 
competitions would be made at the February meeting of the KCC. 
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13.Kilmacolm Green Belt Alliance 

It was confirmed - in reply to a question - that the Kilmacolm Community 
Council had sought legal advice in coming to the decision not to continue 
as a partner in the Kilmacolm Greenbelt Alliance. 

14.Kilmacolm Village Events 

The Kilmacolm Horticultural Society are to hold a 'Royal Garden Party' in 
the Kilmacolm Community Centre on 19 May 2018 from 2:00-5:00 pm. 

The OK Fest will run for three days from 2 March 2018 at various village 
venues. 

15.Dates of Next Meetings of Kilmacolm Community Council 
• Tuesday 27 February 2018 - 7:30pm 
• Tuesday 27 March 2018 - 7:30pm 
• Tuesday 24 April 2018 - 7:30pm 
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