
KILMACOLM COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
Minute of Meeting: Tuesday 24 April 2018

Kilmacolm Community Council Meeting 

Tuesday 24  April 2018 at 7.30pm in Room 205 Kilmacolm 
Community Centre 

Present: 

Mike Jefferis - Chair 
Helen Cook – Vice Chair 
David Goddard – Secretary 
Edwin Fisher – Treasurer 
Alda Clark 
Frances Hughes Fulton 
Jan Johnston 
Helen MacConnacher 
David Madden 

Cllr Christopher Curley – Ex Officio Member 
Cllr Stephen McCabe – Ex Officio Member 

Attending: 

PC John Jamieson, - Police Scotland; Stewart Walker - Community Warden 
Service; Bill Crookston - Kilmacolm Residents Association; Louise Eadie - 
Kilmacolm Civic Trust; Marion Armour; Andrew Brewer; Nadine Courtney; 
Moira Deakin; Norrie Johnston; Margie McCallum; Ann Muir; Michael Stanley; 
John Thompson; Catherine Walker; Alastair Wells; Maureen Wells 

Apologies:  
Dale McFadzean; David Wilson - Ex Officio Member; Ronnie Cowan MP -Ex 
Officio Member 

1. Welcome 

The Chair opened the April 2018 meeting of the Kilmacolm Community 
Council and welcomed those attending. 

2. Minute of the Kilmacolm Community Council Meeting – 27 March 2018 

The minute of the 27 March 2018 meeting was approved. 

3. Police Scotland 

PC Jamieson reported that in the month of April 2018 eight crimes in the 
Kilmacolm and Quarriers Village area had been recorded.  These crimes 
included an online 'scam' offence, a failure to disclose driver information, a 
breach of the peace, a careless driving incident, a sheep worrying incident, a 
theft of scaffolding and a house entry. 
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Serious concerns were raised about the recent occurrences of excessive 
speeding and reckless driving in the Kilmacolm 30mph zones one of which 
had resulted in a high speed crash into a garden wall on Port Glasgow Road 
and damage to a parked car.  The driver of the offending vehicle had been 
charged with carless driving which was considered to be lenient.  The police 
traffic officers had been informed of the problem and would be monitoring 
the situation. 

4. Inverclyde Council Community Warden Service 

Stewart Walker - Inverclyde Community Wardens - reported that they had  
attended an antisocial behaviour incident that involved the throwing of 
snowballs.  There had been a report of begging in the village centre but this 
had not involved any anti-social behaviour. 

5. Kilmacolm Community Council Finances 

Prior to the meeting the Secretary had, on behalf of the Treasurer, circulated 
to the community councillors the 2018 Year End Budget v Actual Report.  The 
report showed the expenditure for the year 2017/2018 as £7,922.42 and an 
income of £7,728.71 with £2,800.41 available at the bank. The income and 
expenditure took into account the grants received from Riverside Inverclyde 
and paid out to the Old Kirk and the Kilmacolm Civic Trust as part of the 
community funded village improvement initiatives.  It was suggested that it 
might be more meaningful if the improvement grant related items were 
shown together under a different heading separate from the 'normal' 
business activity of the KCC. 

The initial draft of the 2018/2019 Budget that had been circulated prior to 
the last meeting was reviewed.  It was agreed to increase the Room Hire 
budget to £250 to take account of the hire rate increase.  There was 
discussion around a proposal to increase the budgeted donation to the 
Agricultural  Society to £150 which was agreed but would be a reviewed 
before any further donation was made in 2019.  Based on the level of 
expenditure on the very successful Best Dressed Easter Window Competition 
it was agreed to increase the budget to £150 for the 2019 event.  The 
budget for the Community Defibrillator Maintenance would be increased to 
take account of the cost of the installation which had been invoiced to  the 
Kilmacolm Community Council. 

6. Planning/Licensing 

The KCC members considered the following planning applications that had 
been validated since the last meeting: 
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• 18/0096/IC - Cnoc Mor Woodrow Avenue Kilmacolm PA13 4QF - Single 
storey rear extension 

• 18/0007/TRE - Balrossie House Blacksholm Road Kilmacolm PA13 4ST - 
Removal of trees 

• 18/0103/IC - 33, 34 And 35 Leperstone Avenue Kilmacolm - Re-location 
of boundary fence to accommodate a service strip (in retrospect) 

• 18/0100/IC - Den O'Gryffe Knockbuckle Lane Kilmacolm PA13 4JS - Pro-
posed garage and rear access steps to veranda to 'B' listed building. 

• 18/0098/IC - Knockbuckle Farm Florence Drive Kilmacolm PA13 4JN - 
Erection of Boot Room extension and Gym extension to existing dwelling. 

The KCC were not opposed to the applications nor did they feel that they 
required any formal comment.  The exception to this was the application 
18/0007/TRE - Balrossie House Blacksholm Road Kilmacolm PA13 4ST - 
Removal of trees.  The Chair undertook to review the tree survey which 
described the condition of each of the one thousand or so trees and the 
recommended remedial actions. 

It was confirmed that at the 28 March meeting of the Inverclyde 
Environment and Regeneration Committee it was agreed to remove from the 
the Local Development Proposed Plan proposal that the Land West of Quarry 
Drive be designated as a site suitable for housing development.  Despite this  
the landowner - who was in the process of drilling exploratory boreholes - is 
intending to submit a full planning proposal for a housing development on 
the site. 

7. Roads, Pavements, Street Lighting, Parks and Open Spaces 

Concern was raised again that McGill's buses, in executing their Kilmacolm 
turnarounds, were driving over pavements and service manhole covers at 
the intersections of Gryffe Road and Houston Road.  The Secretary would 
pursue these concerns with McGill's even though there appeared to be no 
practical alternative route for the 'turn around' busses to take. 

A solution to the run off water problem from the Quarry site on Port Glasgow 
is to be incorporated in the the house building ground works. 

The Secretary agreed to pursue the complaints about the hazards on the 
Safe Route to School which were raised at the 'inquorate' meeting in October 
2017. 

8. Village Centre Improvements 

It was confirmed that approval of the request to fund the cost of the initial 
groundworks for the Pilgrims Walk in the grounds of the Old Kirk Manse 
would await the outcome of a review of the other suggested projects once 
they were fully costed. 
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It had been established that the ongoing annual fixing and removal costs 
associated with the proposed increase of the light pole mounted illuminated 
festive decorations could not be included in an application for community 
budget funding.  Cllr Curley was requested to seek agreement with the 
Inverclyde Environment Services for this ongoing cost to be incorporated in a 
increased departmental budget. 

The proposal for a permanent and prominently displayed Kilmacolm Village 
Tourist Map was being pursued with the Inverclyde Tourist Group. 

It had been established that cost of resurfacing the village centre pavements 
'mono block' would be far in excess of the community budget allocated to 
Kilmacolm. 

The Secretary will submit to Riverside Inverclyde the Kilmacolm Heritage 
Company application for the provision of the eight additional 'information' 
panels. 

The three suggested projects to be funded from the £35,000 community 
budget allocated to Quarriers Village are still being pursued in conjunction 
with Quarriers. 

9. Kilmacolm Village Centre Community Access Defibrillator 

The community access defibrillator installed on the outside wall of the 
Kilmacolm Library would be commissioned once the registration and initial 
training had been completed. 

10.Kilmacolm Community Council Facebook 

Frances Hughes Fulton circulated to the community councillors copies of 
papers that provided a very comprehensive guide for the set up and 
management options for a Facebook Group which the KCC might wish to 
consider.  She did not think it appropriate - as an Associate Member - that 
she should take on any responsibility for managing a Facebook Group that 
the KCC might choose to establish. 

11.Kilmacolm Community Council Membership  

Jan Johnston informed the meeting that - with some regret - she had 
decided to resign from the Kilmacolm Community Council which she had 
served for over twelve years.  She tendered her letter of resignation. 

12.Dates of Next Meetings of Kilmacolm Community Council 
• Tuesday 29 May 2018 - 7:00pm Annual General Meeting 
• Tuesday 29 May 2018 - 7:30pm
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